The Crusades: 1066 – 1500
Crusade: a war fought for a religious cause; also called a Holy War or War of the Cross
Holy Land: modern day Jerusalem
Why was Jerusalem so important?
· You might have seen or read news about violence in the Middle East. 
· Part of the reason is that it is an important religious place for three different religions; Islam, Judaism and Christianity. 
· There has been conflict and violence in the region called the Holy Land for a long time. 


JUDAISM– In AD 70, the Romans destroyed the most important temple of the Jewish faith that had been built by King David.  But Jerusalem is still one of the holiest cities for Jewish people.  Jewish people believe in one God and read the Tenakh.

CHRISTIANITY– The hill of Calvary in Jerusalem was the place where Jesus Christ died.  From the fourth century, Christian pilgrims from all over the world came to visit Jerusalem.  Christians believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God and read the bible.

ISLAM– Jerusalem is the home of a very important mosque (a Muslim place of worship).  It is where the founder of the faith, the Prophet Muhammad stayed.  Muslims believe in the teaching of the Prophet Muhammad and read the Koran.

Why did the Crusades happen?
In 1095, Pope Urban II preached a sermon asking people to go on a crusade. His plan was to take the Holy Land away from the Turks. His words inspired kings, knights, soldiers and an army of children to leave Europe to fight.

First Crusade: 1097 – 1099 (+)
Second Crusade: 1147 – 1149 (-)
Third Crusade: Richard the Lionheart taxed his people to go on Crusade (+/-)
Fourth Crusade: 1202 – 1204 (-)
Children’s Crusade: 1212 (-)

The End of the Crusades
The enthusiasm for the crusades died down in the fourteenth century, mainly due to the Black Death and the Hundred Years War.
The Turks grew in power under the Ottomans, and all attempts in this area were simply trying to keep the Turks from expanding into Europe.57
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