The Samurai
Early Japan
For thousands of years, the Japanese lived in clans, which are large groups of related families. Leaders of each clan ruled different parts of the country. The clans constantly fought one another for land and power. By 400 CE, the Yamato clan had won control of most of the country. The leader of the Yamato clan became emperor of Japan. Although other clans continued to control their own lands, they owed their loyalty to the Yamato leader. 

Emperors of Early Japan
By the late 700s, the emperor and his family lived in splendid palaces in the city of Nara. Key clan members became nobles in the emperor’s court, governing their former lands in the emperor’s name. The noble families who belonged to the emperor’s court lived there as well. Unlike peasant farmers or craftspeople, who worked with their hands, members of the court spent their days painting, writing poetry and admiring nature.

Introduction of the Samurai
By the early 1100s, Japan was in trouble. Powerful landlords refused to pay their taxes or provide soldiers for the emperor’s army. The emperor’s government became so weak that officials could not keep order. Bands of robbers roamed the roads. Rich landowners began to build their own armies. Many of their soldiers were peasant farmers, who gave their allegiance to landowners rather than to the distant emperor. The private armies of the most powerful clans fought one another. The soldiers in these armies promised  complete loyalty to the clan leader. These warriors called themselves samurai, or “those who serve.” Soon, samurai armies became the most powerful fighting forces in Japan.

Shoguns Rule the Samurai
In 1180, the head of the Minamoto clan founded a court governing the financial affairs of the samurai. In 1192, he was declared shogun (“commander in chief for suppression of barbarians”). In effect, the shogun was a military dictator, and the emperor thus became a figurehead, with religious power but no political power. For the next seven hundred years, shoguns ruled Japan. 

Order of class and power in Japanese society...
1. The Emperor
2. The Shogun
3. The Daimyo
4. Samurai
5. Most people (peasants)
6. Craftsmen (less respect than peasants)
7. Merchants

[Not based on money, but on the amount of respect shown by others in society. ]
(For example, peasants were respected more than craftsmen because they produced food. Craftsmen more than merchants because merchants only sold what craftsmen made → they could be rich, but were not respected by most.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The Samurai
The samurai were famous for their fighting skills, bravery and loyalty to their daimyo. The strict code of conduct they followed, called Bushido, or the code of the warrior, had rules for nearly every aspect of life. Samurai were expected to face danger and even death without fear. A samurai who showed fear in battle by retreating or surrendering was expected to kill himself to erase the shame of defeat. This practice is called hara-kiri or seppuku. Samurai were not just fighters. As part of their training, they learned the proper way to walk, bow, and hold chopsticks. During peaceful times, many wrote poetry, practiced flower arranging and calligraphy. 

The only people who could become samurai were the sons of samurai. Only samurai were allowed to ride horses, carry two swords, and use last names.
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